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Message from the

DearFriends

April reminds us that another academic year is
rapidly coming to a close. 2@Ihas been another
year of great achievement and change for the
Department

During summer 2016 the first two phases of the
long rumoredvicEniryBuilding renovations were

To highlight a few of the many student centered
activities and achievements from this past year:
undergraduate students Jamal Covington and
Devin Martin tied for first place in the
Partnership for Soci a
2016; on March 24 approximately 250 students
from local public schools attended the student

begun with two 75 seat classrooms on the first floor organized '8 Annual CharlotteWeatherfest

being completely renovated. TH&r2novation
involved the complete gutting (including wall
removal) of the south corridor of thé #loor (see

event; and at the recent UNC Charlotte
Graduate Research Symposium PhD Geograpt
and Urban Regional Analysis students Danny

page 3) After several delays the Department took Yontoand Tonya Farro@hestnut received first
possession of three new graduate student spaces amad third place awards in the Public Health,
a new graduate lounge in late November. The new Social Sciences, and Business oral presentatiol

space can accommodé8sstudents and appears to
bea great hit with our students. A special thank
you on behalf of the Department to Patrick Jones
who attended innumerable planning meetings,
sorted out the logistics for the staged moving of
faculty and students and then came up with the
contingency plan when the project was delayed.
Well done Patrick!

The Department, like the University continues to

grow rapidly with over 300 majors and 33 full time

faculty. Waare delighted to welcorh@o new
colleague®)r. JacolscheffAtmospheric
Scientist)http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~jscheff/
and Dr. ColleerHammelmar(Urban Geographer)
http://www.cla.temple.edu/gus/graduate/current
students/colleehammelman whowill be joining

us for Fall 2017. We also welcomed a new PhD into
the fold with long time faculty member Laurie Garo

earning her PhD in Curriculum and Instruction
from the College of Education.

The Department continues to be a beehive of
scholarly activity with 95 manuscripts and book
chapters published and 133 presentations at
professional meetings during this past year.

category.

The Department is extremely proud of Dr.
Heat her Smith, who re
award for outstanding graduate mentoring, the
HarshiniV. de Silva Graduate Mentor award.
Finally, long time faculty member Dr. Tyrel
(Tnkd) Moore has deci de
years of service to the Department. He is goinc
to be greatly missed.

On behalf of the Department we wish everyone
the best over the summer and look forward to
providing you an update for the 2€llGacademic
year in our next edition darth Matters

Craig J. AllanDepartmentChair

Approximately 40% of these scholarly achievements

list students as authors oraagthors. 2


http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~jscheff/
http://www.cla.temple.edu/gus/graduate/current-students/colleen-hammelman/
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R e n Ova.tl O n S by Patrick Jones & Eri®elmelle

Renovations started last summer and ended just before winter Dinead.were 2 faculty offices, 1
research office and 2 cubicle offices that were removed and turned into 2 18 desk rooms for graduate
students.There were also 3 rooms on the interior of the building that were removed to create a gradu

breakroom and a 12 desk graduate room.

All of these areas were given new furniture and flodgimjgy!
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by Patrick Jones & Eridelmelle
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T h e C h arl OE rICO n n eCtI O n byEric & ElizabethDelmelle

Backg round Esri(Environmental Systems Research Institute) IsalkdengGIS software company
worldwide It occupies over 40 percent of the worldwide GIS market share and is used by more than
thirds of Fortune 500 companies. The company
are 10 regional offices scattered throughout the United States. As use of the software rapidly grew, t
company found the need to establish an eastern headquarters to offset customer support requests i
California. The Charlotte regional office became this location and it has quickly grown to nearly 150
employees. Besides customer support, the office also houses a team of business development expe
work with specific industries (real estate, electric and gas, telecommunications, manufacturing) to
implement GIS solutions to their spatial problems.

What happened®@iven the explosive growth of both the geospatial technology industry, and in ¢
within the Geography and Earth Sciences department atChHd@otte, a partnership betweEsri
Charlotte and the department was an obvious, but untapped connection. In 2009, a deliberate effort
undertaken to formalize a relationship between the two and it has been strengthening ever since. Tr
purpose of the partnership was to expose students to the latest technological advancements and to
them the best opportunity to succeed in the workplaaghbr words, we welcomadviceand wisdom

from ESRI and adapted our curriculum so that our students would be the most competitive in the jok
market.

What did we doexactly®ve began by developiaget of GIS seminars with talks ranging from
technicademos classroomresentations tb recruiting sessions (with Human Resources Representat
from Redlands). Talkgere not only open to the studeriist to the entire GIS community ocempus
including other departments and the Facilities Management mapping team. We further extended out
invitation to students from nearby schools including CPCC.

In a sense, thisvowayrelationship has been a wim situation.Esriprovided our students with the latest
technicakxpertise and informed us where the field was headiagdim return, weprovidedthem with

our very best students to fill key fulltime and internship positions. In addition, as we redesigned our
undergraduate and graduate GIS curriculum, our relationshigesithelped ensure that our current
course offerings include the most rel evabsi s
has an open position, they can be confident that our graduates wilHtrepaetd to step into a variety of
roles.

Pete Hollis, Terri
Bliss and Todd
Stuberat the
Esribooth
duringUniversity
Career Fairs.
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T h e C h arl Ot@ ”CO n n eCtI O n byEric & ElizabethDelmelle

Technical presentations

Since 2009%:srihas presented over 20 talks to our department either in a seminar setting or as
presentations to specific classes. For example, each year in the Spatial Datdbasdetilzms, a hands

on exercise and lesson on enterprise databas@sc81dE Other seminars have included an introduction
to ArcGIS ProArcServerArcPythe incorporation of social media data in GIS, to name a few.

Our students practicing a delivery routing problem by hand, before validating their
solution with the ArcGIS network analyst (presentation on routing with GIS).

Although these presentations typically lasted 60 to 90 minutes, it was not uncorhexengresenters

stay well beyond to hedpir students with technical difficulties they may have encountered during their
research.

Esripresenters providing expert advices to our students after their presentations.



